The Town Board of the Town of Vandenbroek can grant a variance to construct, alter or use a building or structure in a manner that differs from the dimensional requirements of a particular ordinance. It is granted when the result of literal enforcement of the ordinance would cause unnecessary and undue hardship. The hardship cannot be self-imposed and cannot be contrary to the public interest. The Town Board is responsible for approving or denying a request for variance following a public hearing. The Board typically meets the first Wednesday of the month. An application for a variance should be received by the Town Clerk at least three weeks prior to the public hearing, because of the publication requirements (see #3 below) and a prelimary meeting of the Planning Commission. The procedure is as follows: 

1. The application, along with a scaled plot plan and other supportive documentation, is received and examined for completeness by the Planning Commission. 

2. A public hearing date is scheduled. 

3. The notice of public hearing is sent to The Times-Villager for publication 7-14 days before the hearing. 

4. A copy of the notice of public hearing is sent by certified mail to all property owners within 300 feet of the property under consideration.

5. The public hearing is held and the variance is either approved or denied by the Town Board of Vandenbroek, based on the information collected at the hearing. The Board could table their decision if they feel that more information is needed. 

The entire process takes at least three weeks, so plan accordingly. The Town Board's recommendation on variances is important. You are encouraged to discuss your plans with them even before an application is taken out with the Town. This can save you time and money. The neighbors should also be asked for input. It will be their support or complaints that can make the difference at the time of the hearing. 

The fee for submitting an application for variance is $500. 
